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 De l l i e  B .  Dick in s on ,  LPC De l l i e  B .  Dick in s on ,  LPC
 Licensed Professional Counselor

 Over 15 Years Experience
 Now Accepting New Clients

 delliedickinson@yahoo.com • 1716 University Avenue

 460-2166 460-2166
 individual, marital, family, relationships,  individual, marital, family, relationships, 

 stress, depression, women's issues stress, depression, women's issues

 EXCEL
 ULTRABlack

 Never, ever buy another 
 stove pipe!

 Only ULTRABlack
 stove pipe, with

 double wall construction,
 is covered by a true, no 

 questions asked, 100% full 
 replacement lifetime warranty.

 T
H

E

 On College Road next to the Farmers Market  •  452-4002  •  www.thewoodway.com

 WOODWAY
 Warming the heart of Alaska since  1 9 78  Open: Weekdays 9 – 6

 Saturday  9 –5

 L O C A L LY  O W N E D

 12392994-2-25-12

 EXCEL

 Change
 out your pipe 

 when you 
 change out your 
 FNSB-Qualified 

 stove!

 1707 Kiana Street
 STUNNING 5 *  RANCH 
 w/ first class amenities to 
 include granite counters, 
 radiant heat floor, tile, 
 stainless steel 
 appliances, vaulted 
 ceiling, large pantry/ 
 laundry rm., public utilities 
 & exquisite mst. suite!  A 
 must see @ $375,000 
 Add. lot avail!

 Sno Shu Inn,  
 8837 Rich HWY

 All Alaskan bar and pool 
 hall  complete  w/  full

 service liquor license and 
 inventory  @ $270,000 !

 1554 Suncha Circle
 Lovely established home 
 in Aurora Sub. Large 3/
 2.5/2 gar. Open living & 
 family rm. Beautiful 
 private yard w/lots of 
 storage and plenty of 
 parking! REDUCED, 
 $239,000!

 715 Nordale Rd
 Just completed, 3 
 secluded dry cabins with 
 toyo stoves ready for 
 occupancy on 4.77 acres! 
 Large spruce and birch 
 trees with plenty of room 
 to build your dream house 
 while collecting rent! 
 $126,000

 Staged to Sell! Staged to Sell! Staged to Sell!

 STEPOVICH REALTY
    378-4646
 www.stepovichrealty.com
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 57391087-2-25-12

 810 Barnette St.
 Fairbanks AK 99701

 View listings at 
 www.WesMadden.com 
 info@wesmadden.com

 452-3000

Closet 
Collections 

451-7766 

Cleaning your closets?

Call for FREE
Pick-up!

Got gently-used fabric 
items and clothing? 

 3677 College Road, Suite 7
  455-6055 • www.alaskasgold.com

 Fine Jewelers & Designers
 JEWELRY C   .

 Amethyst
 February’s Birthstone

 Amethyst holds a magical 
 appeal that’s been proven 

 to be timeless.

 15% off in February

 12392295-2-25-12

 ADAMAS

 21392553 2-25-12

 NEWS • PHOTOGRAPHS
 SPORTS • OPINIONS

 Internet service
 provided by…

 For the lates t
 Interior  Alaska

 Visit
 www.newsminer.com

 101 City Lights Boulevard
 Fairbanks, AK  99712

 907-457-5522
 www.fairhillchurch.com

 W e Invite You
 to  Worship  at
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 DARE TO DREAM
 SPECIAL WEEKEND 

 SERVICES
 March 3 & 4

 Saturday • 7:00 PM
 Special Combined 

 Service
 Sunday • 11:00 AM

 18391482-2-25-12

 •  A Preschool & Kindergarten
 for ages 3–6

 •  Licensed • Creative Curriculum
 •  Full-Time, Extended Day and 

 Part-Time Available
 •  Daily Movement Exploration at 

 Gymnastics Inc.
 •  Weekly Gymnastics Class at 

 Gymnastics Inc.
 •  Certified Teacher per 

 Classroom
 •  Computers • Arts and Crafts
 For more information call

 Gymnastics Inc.
 456-2263 456-2263
 3411 Lathrop St.
 near Van Horn Road

 PRESCHOOL/KINDERGARTEN

 B RIGHT   B RIGHT  
 B EGINNINGS B EGINNINGS

 L EARNING  C ENTER L EARNING  C ENTER

OUR TOWN
ATHABASCAN

word of the week

The Athabascan Word of the Week appears every Saturday on page A3 of the Fairbanks Daily 
News-Miner. The words are provided by Susan “K’etsoo” Paskvan of Yukon-Koyukuk School District. 
She is originally from the village of Koyukuk on the Yukon River in Interior Alaska. She is Tleeyegge 
Hut’aane, which is Koyukon Athabascan. She seeks stories and phrases from both Denaakk’e 
(Koyukon Athabascan) and Denak’a (Lower Tanana Athabascan), which are languages spoken in the 
Yukon-Koyukuk School District region. Yukon-Koyukuk School District serves the villages of Allakaket, 
Hughes, Huslia, Koyukuk, Nulato, Kaltag, Ruby, Manley Hot Springs and Minto. The Board of Educa-
tion places a priority on teaching the Native languages within the district.

Officials fight F-16 move
The proposed relocation of Eiel-

son Air Force Base’s F-16 fight-
er plane squadron 
to Anchorage was 
strongly criticized 
at a community 
meeting Satur-
day by Sens. Lisa 
Murkowski and 

Mark Begich, who both said not 
enough scrutiny has been given to 
the economic and strategic impli-
cations of the move.

Begich and Murkowski spent 
nearly 90 minutes discussing the 
subject at a Carlson Center con-
ference room, where about 300 
people had gathered.

It followed a closed morning 
meeting in Fairbanks between 
local officials and Air Force Chief 
of Staff Gen. Norton Schwartz on 
the issue.

“On the Ice” opens
It’s tough for anyone to shoot 

their first feature film, but Andrew 
Okpeaha MacLean took a particu-

larly adventurous 
route toward creat-
ing “On the Ice.”

Instead of film-
ing on a soundstage 
in Los Angeles, the 
West Valley High 

School graduate spent his time 
monitoring weather conditions on 
the Arctic Ocean and keeping an 
eye out for hungry polar bears. 
MacLean shot his debut during 
early spring in Barrow, using a cast 
without any acting experience.

The reception of “On the Ice,” 
which opened this weekend in New 
York City, Anchorage and Fair-
banks, has presented a strong argu-
ment the trouble was worth it. The 
movie, which MacLean wrote and 
directed, played to a packed theater 
at Regal Goldstream Cinema Sun-
day, two days after it debuted with 
a sold-out show at Lincoln Center 
in New York. 

Iron Dog starts smooth
After taking a training trip 

from Fairbanks to Nome a little 
more than two weeks ago, two-

time defending Iron 
Dog champion Tyler 
Huntington of Fair-
banks didn’t expect 
super fast conditions 
on the Yukon River.

“It’s rougher 
than usual,” Huntington said of the 
river. “There’s quite a few bad spots 
on the Yukon River. I think it will 
break some people and slow some 
people down.”

That didn’t appear to be the case 
on Monday afternoon.

 The Iron Dog shifted into high 
gear Monday as racers in the 2,000-
mile snowmachine race from Big 
Lake to Nome to Fairbanks hit the 
wide-open Yukon River.

After averaging almost 85 mph 
on the 150-mile stretch of river 
between Galena and Kaltag, the 
Polaris team of Todd Minnick and 
Nick Olstad, who won in 2009, held 
a slim lead over a pack of about a 
half-dozen other teams who were 
nipping at their tracks.

Charges added 
in murder case

A man awaiting trial in a Gold-
stream Valley murder case is fac-
ing new charges of assault and 

threatening a wit-
ness from the mur-
der case.

Sean Jeffers, 26, 
who already faced 
a first-degree mur-
der charge in con-

nection with the fatal shooting of 
20-year-old Bryan Richardson on 
March 16, 2010, is accused of com-
mitting the new crimes Oct. 18, 
2011, while he was incarcerated at 
Fairbanks Correctional Center. 

Jeffers was indicted on the new 
charge last week. The indictment 
names as a witness William John-
son Jr., who was a witness in the 
2010 murder case and who also 
was incarcerated last fall.

HIV outbreak reported
State health officials are getting 

the word out about an outbreak of 
newly diagnosed HIV infections in 
Fairbanks linked to Army personnel.

According to a 
bulletin released by 
the Alaska Depart-
ment of Health and 
Social Services Sec-
tion of Epidemiol-
ogy, Fairbanks saw 

nine new cases of HIV infection in 
the last 13 months. Seven of the 
cases were either in the military 
or had sexual partners associated 
with the military, and four were 
younger than 20 years old. Eight of 
the infected people were men, and 
all but one of these men reported 
meeting sexual partners online.

Air standards passed
After nearly two hours of heat-

ed public testimony, the Borough 
Assembly narrowly passed an ordi-
nance to set emission standards for 
solid fuel-burning devices during its 
meeting Thursday night.

The ordinance, which won’t go 
into effect until Oct. 29, sets up an 
education, warning and fine system 
for wood and other fuel burners 
who exceed a 30 percent opacity 

limit. The standard 
is part of a wider 
range of efforts by 
the borough to tack-
le its air pollution, 
which exceeds fed-
eral standards.

Typically, emissions limits have 
been the main source of controversy 
with any of the borough’s efforts 
to clean up the air — with voters 
soundly defeating Proposition 2 last 
year and passing a rule barring the 
borough from fining wood burners 
in 2010 — but the measure’s spon-
sors see it as a narrowly focused 
rule that won’t affect anyone who’s 
burning responsibly.

Assemblyman John Davies, who 
co-sponsored the bill with Assem-
blywoman Nadine Winters, said the 
standard is much more limited than 
any standards or bans introduced 
in the past. The ordinance doesn’t 
ban any devices or fuels, and simply 
considers whether the person is 
operating the device correctly.
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OUR TOWN
the week in review

Students at the Johnny 
Oldman School in 
Hughes completed a unit 

on “Who I Am” by writing and 
sharing their experiences about 
growing up in the villages they 
are from. There are students 
from Hughes, Huslia, Ambler 
and the state of Wisconsin in 
the junior high to high school 
class. Students wrote about fish-
ing, hunting and berry picking 
on the rivers and hills around 
Hughes.

As a link to their past, elders 
visited the classrooms and iden-
tified camps where they grew 
up and camps where they raised 
their own families. The oldest 
elder, Cecelia Beetus, 89, shared 
stories of living in winter camp 
on the Kkoonootne (Kanuti 
River). Kk’oonootne means “fish 
roe river.”

In spring, her family moved 
to the Kk’oonootne Tsaalaatne, 
a subsidiary of the Kk’oonootne, 
over the portage from Allakaket. 
The meaning of tsaalaa is uncer-
tain (-ne is a suffix for stream or 
creek). Grandma Celia said they 
“went there every spring, never 
miss, not once.”

Grandma Celia got married in 
1938 to Joe Beetus, of Hughes, 
at age 16. In summer, she 
moved along with her mother-
in-law Ida and Little Beetus to 
Tl’edok’edaał Denh, a fish camp 
12 miles north of Hughes. The 
town name means “the bar is 
long.” 

Her husband worked every 
summer until October. In the 
winter they moved to Kk’eeyh 
Yee, or “Birch Lake.” They used 
to have ptarmigan and rabbit 
snares.

The students produced maps 
for each of the elders in AEJEE, 
a geographic information system 
software program, with data 

from MapTEACH.   
Later that night, grandma 

Celia shared stories about late 
grandpa Johnny Oldman, who 
the school is named after. She 
spoke in Denaakk’e the entire 
time to aunt Madeline Williams.  
Aunt Madeline said grandma 
Celia used many “high words,” 
which are old words that carry a 
deeper meaning in our language.

From Hughes, I went to 
Huslia for the funeral of uncle 
Cue Bifelt. He was known for 
being a champion dog musher 
and river boat pilot. Four men, 
Samson Henry, Warner Vent, 
Patty Yaska and Sam Brice Sr.,  
shared their memories of travel-
ing with uncle Cue and how he 
had “stories around every bend.” 

He knew the river from the 
mouth of the Yukon all the way 
up to Fort Yukon; and from the 

mouth of the Koyukuk River to 
its headwaters. 

Although the speakers 
lamented that they didn’t record 
him as they were traveling, 
hopefully through the years, the 
stories will be carried on in the 
oral tradition. 

Many of the place names in 
Denaakk’e have been document-
ed by Eliza Jones with informa-
tion from elders. 

We are in the process of con-
firming the locations, meanings 
and stories so the information 
can be shared with the future 
generations so students can 
know about the camps and life-
styles of their grandparents.

Correction to the Feb. 11 Word of 
the Week article:

There is no long “o,” only a short 
“o” in Denaakk’e,  pronounced “aw.”

Photo by Susan Paskvan

Musicians Bill Derendoff, Wilson Sam, Don Ernst, Jackie 
Wholecheese, Roy Folger, Joss Olin and Anna Frank sing In 
“Sweet Bye and Bye” at the funeral service for respected elder 
Cue Bifelt in Huslia. After the English verses, Wilson Sam sang 
the Denaakk’e verse, followed by Frank singing with the Menhti 
Kenaga’ verse. Standing along the wall are Corrina Sam, Mary 
Ann Sam and Roger Huntington.

Elders share their stories with students

Photo by Dawn Pomrening

Teacher Dawn Pom-
rening teaches students 
at the Johnny Oldman 
School in Hughes how to 
make computer maps of 
traditional camping plac-
es and Denaakk’e place 
names using information 
from elder interviews. 
From left are Natasha 
Ambrose, Nicholas 
Cleveland, Wendy Cleve-
land, Gareth Ambrose, 
teacher Dawn Pom-
rening, Adrian Cleveland, 
Marvin Yatlin, Ethan 
Nicholai, Curtis Ambrose 
and Zac Pomrening.


